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APPOINTMENTS
Digital Education Manager & Research Specialist, YPCCC 2025-Present
Postdoctoral Associate, YPCCC 2022-2025

e Maternity leave, November 2024 - February 2025.

EDUCATION

University of Colorado Boulder, USA 2017-2022
Ph.D. in Political Science

Dissertation: “What Makes a Green Citizen: Pre-Existing Belief Systems, Vulnerability,
and Environmental Attitudes in the Americas”
Committee: Carew Boulding (chair), Andy Baker, Jennifer Fitzgerald, Sarah Wilson Sokhey,
and Karleen Jones West

SOAS, University of London, UK 2015-2016
M.Sc. in Middle East Politics

Vilnius University, Lithuania 2010-2014

B.A. in Political Science
Study Abroad: University of Lisbon, Portugal

PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS

Verner, M., Vu, H. T., Marlon, et al. (2025). Gender, development, and recognition of anthropogenic
climate change. World Development. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.worlddev.2025.107169

o [Press| Interview with Utah Public Radio: “UnDisciplined: Do women think about climate change
differently than men?”

e [Research note] “International Public Opinion on Climate Change: Differences by Gender and In-
come/Emission Levels”.

Lee, S., Vu, H. T\, Thaker, J., Verner, M., et al. (2025). Variations in climate change belief systems across
110 geographic areas. Nature Climate Change. 15, 947-953. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-025-02410-1

Boulding, C., Foxworth, R., & Verner, M. (2025). Strength in small numbers: Indigenous political partic-
ipation in Latin America. Comparative Political Studies. https://doi.org/10.1177/00104140251328005

e [Article write-up] Institute of Behavioral Science: “New research shows strength of Indigenous civic
power”

Carman, J. P., Lu, D., Ballew, M., Low, J., Verner, M., et al. (2025). Americans’ support for climate
justice. Environmental Science & Policy. 163, 103976. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envsci.2024.103976

Ballew, M., Thomas-Walters, L., Goldberg, M., Verner, M., et al. (2024). Climate change messages can
promote support for climate action globally. Global Environmental Change. 90 (2025) 102951.
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https://doi.org/10.1016/j.gloenvcha.2024.102951

Carman, J., Psaros, M., Rosenthal, S., Marlon, J., Verner, M., et al. (2024). Geeks versus climate change:
Understanding American video gamers’ engagement with global warming. Climatic Change. 177, 85.
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10584-024-03747-w

Verner, M., Bacovsky, P., & Wilson Sokhey, S. (2023). Triggering populist support in Europe: How internal
political efficacy shapes the effect of economic vulnerability on party preferences. European Political Science.
23, 398-419. https://doi.org/10.1057/s41304-023-00462-5

Verner, M. (2023). Political trust and ecological crisis perceptions in developing economies: Evidence from
Ecuador. Latin American Politics and Society. 65(4):147-175. https://doi.org/10.1017/lap.2023.14

COMMENTARIES IN MAJOR JOURNALS

Carman, J., Verner, M., & Psaros, M. (2025). Social strategies to engage video gamers in climate action.
Nature Climate Change. https://doi.org/10.1038/s41558-025-02369-z

RESEARCH IN PROGRESS

Verner, M., Ballew, M., Goldberg, M., et al. Persuading Americans to support climate action: Analysis of
a large archive of message experiments. [Pre-registration].

Verner, M., Marlon, J., Carman, J., et al. Assessing Americans’ wildfire and climate risk perceptions in a
warming world.

Verner, M., Marlon, J., Neyens, L., et al. Climate change beliefs, knowledge, risk perceptions, and policy
preferences across Ireland.

de Nadal, L., Verner, M., & Shaw, C. “We call it hero damage:” The role of disinformation in fueling
backlash against net zero policies.

Boulding, C., Foxworth, R., & Verner, M. Indigenous resentment and ecological crisis perceptions in
Ecuador.

Raj, S., Dasgupta, S., Gonsoroski, E., Verner, M., et al. Impacts of Human Heat Stress on US Agriculture
with 3°C warming: Multi-scale Responses and Spillover Effects.

PUBLIC SCHOLARSHIP

Regular Contributions to “Climate Change in the American Mind” Survey Reports

Latest report can be found here.

International Reports

Leiserowitz, A., Thaker, J., Carman, J., Goddard, E., Rosenthal, S., Verner, M., Talwar, M., Richards,
E., Deshmukh, Y., Shukla, G., & Marlon, J. (2025). Climate Change in the Indian Mind, Spring 2025. Yale
University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Leiserowitz, A., Thaker, J., Verner, M., et al. (2024). Climate Change in the Indian Mind, 2023. Yale
University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Leiserowitz, A., Verner, M., Goddard, E., et al. (2024). International Public Opinion on Climate Change:
Extreme Weather and Vulnerability, 2023. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communica-
tion and Data for Good at Meta.
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Leiserowitz, A., Verner, M., Goddard, E., et al. (2023). International Public Opinion on Climate Change,
2023. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Leiserowitz, A., Rosenthal, S., Verner, M., et al. (2023). Climate Change in the Indonesian Mind. Yale
University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Selected Research Notes

Verner, M., Carman, J., Rosenthal, S., et al. (2025). Top Public Worries in the U.S. Yale University and
George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Verner, M., Marlon, J., Thaker, J., et al. (2025). Climate Impacts in India: Experience, Worry, and
Attribution to Global Warming. Yale University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication.
o [Press| Interview with Mongabay India: Most Indians worried about extreme weather or related impacts:
survey

Carman, J., Verner, M., Rosenthal, S., et al. (2024). Changes in U.S. voters’ top reasons to reduce global
warming. Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication.

Carman, J., Verner, M., Rosenthal, S., et al. (2024). Global Warming’s Six Audiences: International
Update, 2023. Yale University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change Communication.

Carman, J., Ballew, M., Verner, M., et al. (2024). Understanding pro-climate voters in the United
States. Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication.

Ballew, M., Verner, M., Carman, J., et al. (2024). What do Americans want to know about climate
change? Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate Change
Communication.

Ballew, M., Carman, J., Verner, M., et al. (2024). The attitude-behavior gap on climate action: How can
it be bridged? Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate
Change Communication.

Marlon, J., Ballew, M., Verner, M., et al. (2023). What do Americans think is the biggest threat from
global warming? Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate
Change Communication.

Verner, M., Marlon, J., Carman, J., et al. (2023). Global Warming’s Six Audiences: A cross-national
comparison in nearly 200 countries and territories worldwide. Yale University. New Haven, CT: Yale
Program on Climate Change Communication.

Ballew, M., Verner, M., Carman, J., et al. (2023). Global Warming’s Six Americas across age, race/ethnicity,
and gender. Yale University and George Mason University. New Haven, CT: Yale Program on Climate
Change Communication.

PRESENTATIONS & TALKS

Guest Lectures and Talks

Verner, M. “Designing for Climate Communication: From Audience Insights to Action.” Guest talk for
Cornell students: Design After the Anthropocene course (virtual). Oct 16, 2025.

Verner, M., & Tedaldi, E. “Persuading Americans to support climate action: Analysis of a large archive of
message experiments.” Yale Program on Climate Change Communication Lab Meeting. New Haven CT.
April 4, 2025.
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Verner, M. “Climate Change & Democratic Governance.” Invited lecture at Vilnius University, Lithuania
(virtual). Delivered twice: November 5, 2024, and Oct 17, 2023.

Verner, M. “Climate Opinions in Latin America.” Webinar hosted by WAPOR Latinoamérica. Jun 5, 2024.
e Talk recording on YouTube (from 06:23)

Verner, M. “Climate Change in Puerto Rico: Public Opinion and Public Engagement.” Webinar hosted by
the Yale Center for Environmental Communication. Dec 8, 2023.

e Talk recording on YouTube (from 12:10)

Verner, M. “Public Support for Renewable Energy and Green Policies: Insights from Global Surveys.”
Keynote talk at the Innovative (Eco-)Technology, Entrepreneurship and Regional Development International
Conference. Kaunas, Lithuania (virtual). Oct 10, 2023.

Verner, M. “Extreme Weather and Public Opinion.” Yale Program on Climate Change Communication Lab
Meeting. New Haven CT. May 19, 2023.

Verner, M. “Strategic Vision of Lithuania’s Development.” Lithuanian American Youth Association. Virtual.
Mar 11, 2023.

Verner, M. “The Iranian Revolution, 1979.” Revolutions and Political Violence (upper division class).
University of Colorado Boulder. Boulder, CO. Nov 6, 2019.

Verner, M. “Global Development and Underdevelopment.” Introduction to Comparative Politics. University
of Colorado Boulder. Boulder, CO. Mar 20, 2019.

Projects Presented at Conferences and Meetings

Boulding, C., Foxworth, R., Verner, M. “Indigenous Resentment and Ecological Crisis Perceptions in
Ecuador.” Multiple presentations:

e Workshop on Latin American Environmental Politics, the Center for Inter-American Policy and Re-
search, Tulane University, New Orleans, LA, Sept. 24, 2024.

e American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Philadelphia, PA, Sept 9, 2024.
e Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, Jan 13, 2024.

Verner, M., Vu, H. T., Marlon, J., et al. “Gender, Development, and Belief in Anthropogenic Climate
Change.” The Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. Apr 5, 2024.

Verner, M., Marlon, J., Carman, J., et al. “Assessing Americans’ Wildfire and Climate Risk Perceptions
in a Warming World.” Southern Political Science Association Annual Meeting, New Orleans, LA, Jan 11,
2024.

Wang, Z., Raj, S., Zimmer, A., Gonsoroski, E., Verner, M., Dasgupta, S., & Salau, O. “Margins of
Adaptation to 2023 Human Heat Stress: Local, National, and Global Socioeconomic Responses.” I-GUIDE
Forum, Columbia University, NY. Oct 5, 2023.

Boulding, C., Foxworth, R., & Verner, M. “Strength in Small Numbers: Indigenous Political Participation
in Latin America.” Multiple presentations:

e XLII International Congress of the Latin American Studies Association, Bogota, Colombia. June 12,
2024.

e 27th World Congress on Political Science, Buenos Aires, Argentina. Jul 16, 2023.

e The Public & Democracy in the Americas Conference, Antigua, Guatemala. Sep 30, 2022.

e The American Political Science Association Annual Meeting, Montréal, Québec, Canada. Sep 15, 2022.
e University of Georgia Comparative Politics Workshop. Virtual. Apr 28, 2021.

e The American Political Science Association Annual Meeting. Virtual. Sep 9, 2020.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zbF4CXb7Kds&t=1109s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Sut2PD9Gs74
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Verner, M. “Making Sense of Climate Change: Climate Disasters & Environmental Attitudes in Latin
America.” Multiple presentations:

e The Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. Apr 10, 2022.

e International Studies Association Annual Convention, Nashville, TN. Mar 30, 2022.

Verner, M., Bacovsky, P., & Wilson Sokhey, S. “Explaining Populism in Central and Eastern Europe.”
Multiple presentations:

e The Midwest Political Science Association Annual Conference, Chicago, IL. Apr 6, 2019.

e The University of Colorado Boulder Research & Innovation Week Poster Session, Boulder, CO. Oct 15,
2018.

Community Workshops

Verner, M. “LaTeX & Overleaf Workshop.” Yale School of the Environment SPRY. New Haven, CT. Feb
24, 2023.

Verner, M. “Learning to Manage References on Zotero.” Graduate School Professional Development Work-
shop Series. University of Colorado Boulder. Delivered twice: Apr 21, 2022, and Feb 2, 2021.

e Workshop recording on YouTube

Verner, M. “Facilitating Classroom Discussion.” Political Science Graduate Teaching Workshop. University
of Colorado Boulder. Virtual. Oct 1, 2021.

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Program Co-Developer and Instructor, Strategic Climate Change Communication
(Yale University)

Co-led development and implementation of this professional online training program, 2025-Present
including content creation, participant admissions, and instructional design. Scheduled
to teach live sessions and manage program delivery.

Instructor of Record (University of Colorado Boulder)

Global Development (1x) 2021

Teaching Assistant (University of Colorado Boulder)

Introduction to Comparative Politics (9x) 2017-2022
Introduction to American Politics (1x) 2021
Introduction to International Relations (1x) 2020
Revolutions and Political Violence (1x) 2018

AWARDS AND GRANTS

External

Carnegie Trust Research Incentive Grant for project “Unpacking the 'Greenlash’: The role of 2024
misinformation in opposition to Net Zero.” Co-Pls: Lluis de Nadal and Christopher Shaw.

The grant covers subject and volunteer expenses, consultancy and specialist service fees, research

assistant salary, and conference registration and travel fees. The total grant award is for $17,274.
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Marija Verner

I-GUIDE Summer School, UCAR, Boulder, Colorado. Team project “Margins of Adaptation to 2023
Human Heat Stress: Local, National, and Global Socioeconomic Responses” was selected for the
Summer School 2023 Award in a juried competition.

Internal

University of Colorado Boulder

Institute of Behavioral Science Small Research Grant (declined) 2022
Graduate School Summer Fellowship (declined) 2022
Graduate School Travel Grant 2022
Department of Political Science Travel Grant 2022
Institute of Behavioral Science Summer Research Award 2021
Department of Political Science Summer Research Award 2020
Institute of Behavioral Science Summer Research Award 2019
Graduate and Professional Student Government Travel Grant 2019
Graduate and Professional Student Government Top Poster Prize 2018
Department of Political Science Graduate Co-Authorship Grant 2018

Vilnius University

Scholarship for Outstanding Study Achievements (2x) 2012-2013
Erasmus Study Abroad Scholarship 2012
Institute of Int’l Relations and Political Science Top Paper Prize in Political Theory 2011

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE

Article Peer Reviewer

Climatic Change (2z), Environmental Management, Environmental Sociology, European Political Science Re-
view, Forest Policy and Economics, Humanities and Social Sciences Communications, International Journal
of Disaster Risk Reduction (3z), International Journal of Public Opinion Research, Journal of Politics,
Poetics.

Conference Discussant

International Studies Association, Midwest Political Science Association.

Lithuanian Society of Young Researchers

Evaluator for Best Doctoral Dissertations by Lithuanian Scholars 2025

Yale University
Honors Thesis Advisor: Cora Hagens (Cognitive Science) 2023-2024
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University of Colorado Boulder

Mentor at Undergraduate Research Experience in Diversity, Institute of Behavioral Science 2021-2022
Graduate Area Liaison for Social Sciences, Graduate School 2020-2022
Coordinator at Mentors of Political Science, Department of Political Science 2019-2020
Int’l Student Liaison at Graduates in Political Science, Department of Political Science 2018-2019
Vilnius University

Student Mentor, Institute of Int’l Relations and Political Science Alumni Association 2015-2020
SELECTED PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES

Yale GIS Accelerator, Yale University (hybrid). Participated in a selective five-day intensive 2025
training program focused on geospatial analysis using ArcGIS Pro. Designed for researchers

needing rapid skill development, the program emphasized spatial data integration, cartography,

and foundational GIS analysis for interdisciplinary applications.

I-GUIDE Summer School, UCAR, Boulder, Colorado. Participated in a selective week-long 2023
immersive program for geospatial data science using cloud- and high-performance computing.

Contributed to the completion of a team-based project “Margins of Adaptation to Human Heat

Stress: Local, National, and Global Socioeconomic Responses.”

ICPSR Summer Program (virtual). Participated in a week-long workshop “Mixed Methods 2020

Research: Combining Quantitative and Qualitative Data and Strategies.”

PROGRAMMING & SOFTWARE

Stata, R, ArcGIS, ITEX

LANGUAGE SKILLS

English (native or bilingual fluency)
Lithuanian (native or bilingual fluency)
Dari (limited working proficiency)
Russian (limited working proficiency)
Portuguese (elementary)

Spanish (elementary)
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Professor
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Senior Research Scientist
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