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Current Position:  John Wargo is Professor of Environmental Policy, Pol itical Science and Risk Analysis at Yale 
UniversityÕs School of Forestry and Environmental Studies and the Department of Political Science.   He is also the 
Director of the Yale College Environmental Studies major.   
 
Education: He received his Ph.D. and Masters degrees from Yale University and BA degree from the University of 
Pennsylvania.  Following receipt of his doctorate, he taught for two years at Dartmouth College before returning to 
Yale.   
 
Research Interests: Professor Wargo has concentrated much of his career to understand the threat to human health 
posed by environmental hazards.  He has especially concentrated on the susceptibili ty of children, and has conducted 
research to evaluate the effectiveness of law in reducing risk at federal, state and local levels of government.  
Heconducted many of the risk assessments that provided a foundation for several National Academy of Sciences 
studies on human health threats from pesticides, including Pesticides in the Diets of Infants and Children (1993) 
and The Delaney Paradox: Regulating Pesticides in Food (1987).  Professor Wargo wrote Our Children’s Toxic 
Legacy, presenting a history of pesticide law and science, published by Yale University Press in 1998. The book 
won the American PublishersÕ Association Prize for the best Book in Political Science the year it was released. 
These research efforts are widely credited as the source of inspiration for the Food Quality Protection Act of 1996.  
He was lead author of the study Children’s Exposure to Diesel Exhaust on School Buses (EHHI 2002)  that helped 
to focus national attention and funding to remedy the exceptionally poor air quality experienced by nearly 23 mill ion 
children each day on buses.  Since this study, EPA and Congress have allocated more than $50 mil lion to retrofit 
older school buses with particle traps, catalytic converters, and pay for ultra low sulfur fuels.  Professor Wargo is 
now conducting research on hazardous site restoration and reclassification to parks, preserves, and refuges, focusing 
on Defense, Energy, and Interior Department facilities.  He is completing a new book, ChildrenÕs Environmental 
Quality and Health in the 21st Century, to be published by Yale University Press in 2007.   
 
Teaching Interests:  Professor Wargo teaches doctoral, masters and undergraduate students in the area of 
environmental policy, politics, law, and risk assessment.  Topical areas of research include: agriculture, food safety, 
pesticides, air pollution, land use, National Parks, Fish and Wildlife Refuges, and hazardous site restoration.  
Within these areas, Professor Wargo trains his students to understand variability in the magnitude and distribution 
of problems, and methods to evaluate the effectiveness of law and policy.  Professor Wargo has supervised doctoral 
research on diverse domestic and international projects involving land use, environmental health, chemical 
management, risk assessment and law.  He has led an effort to build a partnership between Yale College and the 
School of Forestry and Environmental Studies to strengthen the undergraduate major in Environmental Studies.     
  
Public Service:  He has testified before U.S. Senate and House Committees recommending legal strategies to protect 
children from environmental hazards, and has been an advisor to the Senate Committee on Health.  He has been a 
member of EPAÕs Scientific Advisory Panel/Board on Pesticides, and has advised the U.N.Õs World Health 
Organization on malaria, food safety, and pesticide control.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 2 

Position History 
 
2001-Present  
Professor of Risk Analysis and Environmental Policy (Tenured) 

School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 
Professor of Political Science, Department of Political Science 
Yale University 
 
1996-2000:  
Associate Professor of Risk Analysis and Environmental Policy (Tenured) 
Associate Professor of Political Science 
 
1992-1996  
Associate Professor of Risk Analysis and Environmental Policy (Untenured) 
Associate Professor of Political Science 
Yale University  
 
1986-1992 
Assistant Professor of Risk Analysis and Environmental Policy 

 Assistant Professor of Political Science 
 
1985-86 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Yale University 
 
1983-85 
Visiting Assistant Professor 
Thayer School of Engineering 
Dartmouth College 

 
1974-1979 
Environmental Analyst  
Adirondack Park Agency  
State of New York    

 
Education  
 

Doctor of Philosophy 
Dissertation: ÒEcosystem Preservation PolicyÓ 
Yale University, 1984  
 
Master of Science and  
Master of Philosophy 
Yale University, 1982 
 
Master of Landscape Architecture   
School of Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning 
University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, Massachusetts 1972-1974 
 
B.A. English, 1972 
University of Pennsylvania 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
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 Advisory and Public Service Activities 

 
World Health Organization:  Advisor on ChildrenÕs Environmental Health, Vector Borne Disease, Food 
Safety, and School Environmental Health.  

 
EPA. Science Advisory Board/Scientif ic Advisory Panel 1997-Present 
Advisor on Pesticide Risk Assessment Methods and Regulatory Policy 

  
EPA:  Off ice of Research and Development: Indicators for ChildrenÕs Environmental Health.  

 
 USDA Tolerance Reassessment Advisory Committee 1998-2000. 

 
Connecticut Fund for the Environment.  Science Advisory Board.    

 
ChildrenÕs Health and Environmental Coalition.  (Non-Profit Educational Organization) Scientif ic 
Advisory Board  

 
Environment and Human Health.  (Non-Profit Research Organization).  Board of Directors.  
 
Yale New Haven Teachers Institute.  1997-2005. 

 
Recent Publications  
 Books:  

Wargo, J.P. 2007.  Children’s Environmental Quality and Health in the 21st Century. Yale University 
Press.  Forthcoming.  
  
Wargo, J.P. 1998. Our Children’s Toxic Legacy. Second Edition. Yale University Press.  
 
Articles and Reports:  
 
John Wargo, Linda Wargo, Nancy Alderman. 2006.  The harmful effects of vehicle exhaust.  Environment 
and Human Health.   
 
Barry Boyd, Mark Cullen, John Wargo, Nancy Alderman.  2006.  Breast Cancer.  Environment and Human 
Health.   
 
John Wargo and Linda Evenson Wargo. 2003.  Risks from Lawn Care Chemicals.  Environment and 
Human Health.   
 
John Wargo and David Brown.  2002.  Children’s Exposure to Diesel Exhaust.  Environment and Human 
Health. 
 

Awards  
 Distinguished EPA Lecture for 2000.  
 

American Association of Publishers Prize:  Best Scholarly Book on Government and Political Science for 
Our Children’s Toxic Legacy.  1997. 

 
American Medical Writers Association:  Award of Excellence in Medical Communications for Our 
Children’s Toxic Legacy.  Boston, MA, June 12, 1997.  

 
University of Massachusetts.  1997.  Distinguished Alumnus Award.  School of Food and Natural 
Resources, Department of Landscape Architecture and Regional Planning.  

 Amherst, MA.  April 12, 1997.   
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Doctoral Student Training:  1999-2007 
 

Aarti Gupta: Doctoral  Student: Completed:  Fall 2001 
Biosafety Protocol: Regulating Risk: Trade in Genetically Modified Organisms  
 
Eva Cuadrado: Degree Granted Spring 2001 
Community Supported Agriculture:  Innovation in Production of Organic Foods 

 
Carlos Gonzalez: PhD.  Degree Granted  Fall 2003.   
Trade Barriers and Beef Safety Standards: Comparison of US v. EU Standards 
Judy Pongsiri:  PhD Granted Spring 2003 
Malaria and Pesticides:  Persistent Organic Pollutant Treaty 
 
Jeffrey Albert, PhD Granted Spring 2002 
Jordan River Basin: Treatment Technology, Water Scarcity and International Conflict   
 
Leigh Shemitz PhD:  PhD Granted Fall 2003. 
Asthma, Vehicle Exhaust and Land Use: Spatial Distribution of Asthma in Connecticut  
 
Sanjay Baliga, PhD  Anticipate Completion Spring 2007.   
Building Capacity to Manage Hazardous Chemicals in Tanzania 
 
Achim Halpaap PhD. Anticipate Completion Spring 2007. 
Participation Rights in South African Environmental Policy.  
 
Philip Johnson.  PhD Candidate.   The Elwha: Value of a River.  Promotion to Candidacy, May 2006.   

Laura Robb.  Fertilizer Use and Control in the Mississippi River Watershed. 
 
Yale College Undergraduate Major in Environmental Studies 
 

Director of Undergraduate Studies 
Environmental Studies Major 

 
Yale New Haven Teachers’ Institute:  
Secondary School Curriculum Development 1998-2006 
 

Professor Wargo taught 4 seminars to teachers from New Haven, Albuquerque, Santa Ana, Houston and 
Pittsburgh in the area of environment, health and law over the past 4 years.    These are small, intensive 
seminars that meet over a 4 month period to produce curriculum units that teachers design and implement 
in the classroom.    
 

Yale Administrative Responsibilities 
 

• Director of Undergraduate Studies and Executive Committee 2002-2007 
Yale College Studies in the Environment Program/Major 

• FES Director of Undergraduate Programs 2003-Present 
• ProvostÕs Promotion Committee: Epidemiology &  Public Health: 2005-07 
• School of Medicine/EPH DeanÕs Search Committee:  2005-06 
• Environmental History Search Committee 2005-06 
• Social Science Search Committee 2004-05 
• Health and Environment Faculty Search Committee Chair 2003-2004 
• Director of Doctoral Programs and Chair Doctoral Admissions Committee    

1997-2001, School of Forestry and Environmental Studies 
• Social Science Faculty Search Committee 1998-2000 
• Yale New Haven TeacherÕs Institute Advisory Board Member 2001-Present 
• FES Future of the School Committee: Chair 1999-2000 
• FES DeanÕs Search Committee: 1998-1999 


