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1 www.theforestsdialogue.org.

2 http://research.yale.edu/gisf/tfd/pdf/fcc/TFD Forests and Climate Statement w Briefing Notes.pdf.

3 http://environment.yale.edu/tfd/uploads/TFDReview_InvestingInREDD-plus.pdf.

4 Such as the negotiation of a voluntary partnership agreement between the Government of Ghana and
the European Union under its Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and Trade program.

5 Consultations were conducted in the preparation of the R-PP among stakeholder groups identified
through a stakeholder mapping process. This was enhanced in January 2010 with a grant from the
Katoomba Group. These consultations are ongoing to achieve broader stakeholder participation in the
REDD-plus process nationwide.

6 A list of participants can be found in the annex.

7 The high forest zone is a high-rainfall zone that makes up about one-third of the country and was
once largely covered by forest.

8 http://www.ndpc.gov.gh/GPRS/Ghana's%20Vision%202020%20-%20First%20Step.pdf.

in reform processes, lobby government, NGOs and the private sector for the local control
of tenure, tree and carbon rights 

identify other key issues in REDD-plus readiness and engage with other stakeholders in
exploring and resolving them.

�21’/75-21
Stakeholders in Ghana have made great progress in a short time in preparing for REDD-plus.
But there is much more to do. The TFD dialogue process showed the value of engagement
between all those working on REDD-plus and related issues at local, national and
international levels. In addition to the stakeholder-specific agenda outlined above, there is
much to be gained from strengthening the connections between REDD-plus protagonists in
different countries. All this can help generate the momentum needed to realize the promise 
of REDD-plus and, in so doing, to contribute to real and lasting reform for the benefit of 
forests and livelihoods.
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Lars Laestadius World Resources Institute, USA

Joseph Ango IUCN, Cameroon 

Henrik Lindhjem ECON, Norway

Stewart Maginnis IUCN, Switzerland

Matthew Markopoulos IUCN, Thailand

James Mayers International Institute for Environment and Development, UK

Gregory Minnick Rainforest Alliance, USA 

Peter Mulbah Skills and Agricultural Development Services, Liberia
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Moses Sam Wildlife Division, Forestry Commission, Ghana

Agus Setyarso National Forestry Council of Indonesia

Atsu Titiati Rainforest Alliance, USA
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Kwesi Anderson Birdlife International, Ghana

Edson Araujo Government of State of Acre, Brazil
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Rebecca Asare West Africa Katoomba Group Incubator, Ghana

Edward Asare Forestry Commission, Ghana

Alex  Asare Forestry Commission, Ghana 

Robert Bamfo Forestry Commission, Ghana

Paul Bosu Forestry Research Institute of Ghana 

Alex Dadzie Ghana Timber Association, Ghana

Gary Dunning TFD, USA 

Mario Escobedo IUCN, Guatemala

Consuelo Espinosa IUCN, USA

Kwamina Haizel Forestry Commission, Ghana

Xiaoting Hou TFD, USA 

Victor Kabengele Ministry of Environment, Democratic Republic of Congo

Albert Katako CARE International, Ghana

Mwangi James Kinyanjui National Alliance of Community Forest Associations Of Kenya

Samuel Kofi Nyame IUCN, Ghana
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Created in 1948, The International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
brings together 81 states, 120 government agencies, 800-plus NGOs and some 10,000
scientists and experts from 181 countries in a unique worldwide partnership. The Union’s
mission is to influence, encourage and assist societies throughout the world to conserve the
integrity and diversity of nature and to ensure that any use of natural resources is equitable 
and ecologically sustainable.

The Union is the world’s largest environmental knowledge network and has helped over 75
countries to prepare and implement national conservation and biodiversity strategies. The 
Union is a multicultural, multilingual organization with 1,000 staff located in 62 countries. 
Its headquarters are in Gland, Switzerland. More information can be found at www.iucn.org.

The Forests Dialogue (TFD), formed in 1999, is an outgrowth of dialogues and activities
that began separately under the auspices of the World Business Council for Sustainable
Development, The World Bank, the International Institute for Environment and Development, 
and the World Resources Institute. These initiatives converged to create TFD when these leaders
agreed that there needed to be a unique, civil society driven, on-going, international multi-
stakeholder dialogue forum to address important global forestry issues.

TFD’s mission is to address significant obstacles to sustainable forest management through 
a constructive dialogue process among all key stakeholders. The Forests Dialogue’s approach is
based on mutual trust, enhanced understanding and commitment to change. Our dialogues are
designed to build relationships and to spur collaborative action on the highest priority issues
facing the world’s forests.

TFD is developing and conducting international multi-stakeholder dialogues on the following issues:
Forest Certification 
Illegal Logging and Forest Governance 
Intensively Managed Planted Forests 
Forests and Biodiversity Conservation 
Forests and Povery Reduction 
Forests and Climate Change
Investing in Locally-Controlled Forestry
Free, Prior and Informed Consent

There are currently 24 members of the TFD Steering Committee. The Committee is responsible
for the governance and oversight of TFD’s activities. It includes representatives of indigenous 
peoples, the forest products industry, ENGOs, retailers, unions and academia.

TFD is funded by a mix of core and dialogue-based funding. It is supported by a Secretariat
housed at Yale University’s School of Forestry and Environmental Studies in the United States.

This report draws on, and tries to do justice to, the work of many individuals involved in the
REDD-plus readiness dialogue held in Busua, Ghana, in November 2009. All participants in
that dialogue are hereby heartily thanked. Particular additional thanks go to Wale Adeleke
and Samuel Kofi Nyame of the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) in
Ghana, and to Xiaoting Hou, Geofrey Mwanjela and Gary Dunning of The Forests Dialogue
(TFD) for organizing the event. Kwabena Samuel Nketiah, Paul Osei-Tutu, Alex Asare and
Robert Bamfo contributed excellent background papers and presentations. Dialogue
participants had valuable field interactions with many people in Wassa Amenfi West District
in Ghana’s Western Region, including: Sylvester A. Quarm at J.Y. Quarm Farms, Nana
Essandoh of the Achichire–Sureso–Pebaseman Community Resource Management Area,
Kingsley Ghartey, Peter Dumuah and Crispin Suglo of Samartex, and Victor Samuel Meisu
(District Chief Executive) and Kenneth Nimo Amoah (District Forest Manager) of Wassa
Amenfi West District. 

Xiaoting Hou and Jan Willem den Besten developed a first draft of this document, for which 
the co-chairs of the dialogue are very thankful. Very useful reviews of the second draft were
received from Wale Adeleke, Robert Bamfo, Richard Gyimah and David Kpelle. 

The dialogue in Ghana is one of several organized as part of the implementation of the
project “Scaling up voices for influencing a post-2012 climate-change regime: shaping pro-
poor REDD options.” TFD implements that project, which is supported financially by the
Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (NORAD), in partnership with IUCN. 

All omissions and inaccuracies in this document are the responsibility of the authors. The
views expressed do not necessarily represent those of the institutions involved, nor do they
necessarily represent official NORAD policies.
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