October 24, 2014
Governor Jerry Brown
State Capitol
Sacramento, CA
Dear Governor Brown,
You stated during the United Nations Climate Summit, “I believe that from the bottom up
we can make a real impact.” We agree – and that is why we are calling on you to use
your executive authority to place an indefinite moratorium on unconventional oil
extraction methods such as fracking in California. This action represents an enormous
opportunity for you to lead the nation in combating climate change.
In order to restrict global temperature rise to two degrees Celsius, the International
Energy Agency warns that we need to leave two-thirds of proven fossil fuels in the
ground.1 Some analysts report that 80% must remain untouched.2 Given the need to limit
our use of fossil fuels, it is clear that we should halt extraction of the most climatedisrupting sources, such as California oil. The California Air Resources Board scores
many of California’s oil fields as even more carbon-intensive than the Alberta oil sands,
considered one of the reserves most threatening to the climate.3
We appreciate that you recognize the threats posed by California’s historic drought, and
the fact that such crises will only worsen with climate change. Especially at this time, it is
dangerous to employ enormous quantities of precious water – much of which is
permanently contaminated during fracking operations4 – in pursuit of fossil fuels.
Moreover, nearly 70% of Californians support a moratorium on all fracking.5 Many local
governments across the state are either prohibiting fracking or calling on you to do the
same.6
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We would be extraordinarily proud to say that a Yale Law School alumnus was
responsible for leading the way on this important environmental policy issue in California
and across the country. Thank you very much for your time and consideration.
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The signers are members of the Yale Environmental Law Association, though this letter
does not represent the views of the organization as a whole.

