Tips on searching and applying for outside scholarships

· Look now  

· Most major scholarships have deadlines between November and March.
· Look locally
· Don’t rely only on the OSED. See what resources exist in your home community (especially international students) or based on affiliations you might have.
· Make your essays specific

· Keep in mind that most organizations that offer scholarships have a mission or a specific focus in mind for their scholarship awards. Your essays should be specific enough to convey that you are a great fit for their scholarship.
· Don’t reinvent the wheel

· Keeping in mind that you should tailor your essay to each scholarship, don’t forget that you wrote essays to get into graduate school. Maybe you can build on essays you’ve already written to save time.
· Don’t just think big. Apply for everything for which you may be eligible.
· Every little bit of money you can get toward tuition and living expenses counts. Don’t discount the smaller scholarship awards – they can add up!  

· Plan ahead for recommendations

· Many scholarships ask for recommendations. Plan ahead whom you’d like to write yours. Make sure it is someone who knows you and your work well enough to write a good letter (asking a Yale faculty member isn’t always necessary).

· Get over your inertia and don’t procrastinate
· Think of scholarship searches as a job that can pay up to US$500 per hour. Print your searches and applications, and place them in a prominent place to remind you that they are a priority.
· You’re unique. Make sure they know it.

· Be truthful, not modest. Don’t make mistakes that could make or break your impressive application: grammar flaws, submitting the wrong information, etc. Proofread and make backup files.
· Keep in touch with your sponsors

· Getting the scholarship is only a start. Networking opportunities abound. Send
thank you notes to scholarship donors and keep them updated of your progress. Who knows, your efforts might lead to your dream job!
*Remember – you must report any outside scholarships received to the Office of Admissions and Financial Aid. This is a federal regulation.*
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Inside Yale

http://environment.yale.edu/aid/outside-scholarships/
http://studentgrants.yale.edu/welcome.asp
Outside Yale

http://www.college-scholarships.com/free_scholarship_searches.htm
http://www.scholarships.com
http://www.srnexpress.com
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.fastweb.com
http://www.scholarshipexperts.com/
Good luck with your applications!
Office of Admissions and Financial Aid
